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ABOUT THIS STUDY  

Chapters 1–3 use Hosea’s own marriage as a parable for the relationship between 

God and Israel. The central image is of Israel as an unfaithful wife. Chapters 4–14 detail 

the comparison, with its series of accusations, warnings, appeals, and motivations for 

God’s people to return. 

 

Israel joined in the worship of Baal, a betrayal of God’s intimate union with his people. 

Therefore, Hosea describes it as spiritual adultery, an offense against the marriage  

between the Lord and Israel. He compares Israel’s spiritual unfaithfulness to the  

ingratitude of a wayward wife. Such unfaithfulness justifies the Lord’s coming  

judgment. But punishment is not ultimately what the Lord wants for his people.  

 

Hosea reminds us that we can’t fully understand the depth of God’s forgiveness and 

love without also understanding the weight of judgment that our sin deserves. To show 

us this, Hosea speaks often of the high cost of Israel’s disobedience. But then, time and 

again, he points Israel to the future where God will show mercy and restore His people.  
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How This Study is Organized  

Each of the sections in this study is broken down into two parts. 

 

From the Message: 

To get the most out of this study, attend the worship services or listen to the message 

online. While you listen, take notes on the pages provided. Include your thoughts, 

questions, and insights. Make it a goal, whenever possible, to listen to the message  

before engaging in discussion with your life group.  

Group Discussion:  

It’s challenging to unpack the full meaning of all the questions in this study without 

other peoples’ perspective and insights. Joining together in a Life Group, with other 

believers will help you grow and develop your convictions and perspective in  

following Jesus as your leader.  

Group discussions are comprised of three parts: 

 

Share Together: Discussions will begin with a question that everyone 

can relate to; this time is designed to reiterate the unique relationship 

we share as believers and the importance of belonging in community. 

 

Study Together: The depth of our conversations is found in the study of 

God’s Word; this time reminds us of the sufficiency of Scripture and the  

importance of believing it has authority over all areas of life.   

 

Sent Together:  This study ends with applying what you have learned; 

this is a time of reshaping our attitudes and behaviors in becoming  

disciples of Jesus.   
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IDEAS FOR GROUP TIME 

 

1 be prepared. as students of the Word knowing and understanding the 

material ahead of time can lead to a vibrant group discussion. Consider underlining 

passages, making notes and being familiar with the material for when your group 

meets.  

 

2 listen. we are a church family so be aware of how much you share and leave 

time for others. Listen closely to others’ ideas and remember great conversations in-

clude everyone’s thoughts and insights.  

 

3 group talk. we are a community of believers and the time we share to-

gether should reflect a genuine level of care and concern for one another. Not every 

question needs to be answered by everyone and it is helpful to avoid getting off topic. 

 

4 prayer. hearing each other’s needs and taking them to Jesus is one of the 

most loving things we can do. Consider writing down prayer requests and following up 

with one another on how God is working in their life.  
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During this study of Hosea, how are 

you looking to grow in your relationship 

with the Lord? 

Why is it important that the Hosea starts with the phrase, “The word of the 

Lord” (v.1)? Consider, why would God command Hosea to take a “wife of 

whoredom” (v.2)? How can we interpret this command in light of the fact 

that God is holy? 

Hosea uses the imagery of his marriage to an unfaithful prostitute to symbolize God’s 

relationship with unfaithful Israel (v.2). Why is adultery an appropriate metaphor for 

Israel’s relationship with God? 

Study Together  

FAITHFUL GOD 

___ have a clearer timeline of Israel’s history  

___ to develop a faithful and thankful heart  

___ better understand the ways of God and  

      His heart 

___ overcome a doubt/fear or another struggle 
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Think about Israel and their cycles through sin,  

repentance, obedience, and back to sin. What does 

this tell you about the purpose of God’s discipline? 

What lesson do you take away from this example? 

How is the imagery from Hosea’s marriage  

equally true of every sinner? What important 

promise is seen in verses 10-11? 

From your group conversation, in what 

ways does Hosea’ letter help you see the 

relentless love of God for the lost?  

Thank God for pursuing a relationship with us despite our rebellion against 

Him. Pray that God would help us see the depth of His grace and delight 

in it. 

Sent Together  
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What are some challenging things you 

have to face as a parent who is raising 

children to serve God? 

In verses 9-13 we see that God has come to a decision. Israel has spurned 

His many blessings, His gifts, His love. So, He was going to punish her. How 

specifically would He do this? 

You will call me “My Husband” (v.16) – This verse contrasts with verse 2 where Israel 

said, “You are not my husband.” The nation will come full circle in repentance. What 

does genuine repentance look like – what does it not look like?  

Study Together  

UNFAITHFUL ISRAEL 
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I will betroth you (vv.19-20) – God repeats this phrase 

three times. He will betroth Israel to Himself in 

“righteousness and justice,” “love and mercy,” and 

“faithfulness.” And He will betroth Himself to them 

“forever.”  As a group consider God’s mercy and  

discuss its importance and the role it has in salvation.  

God gives mercy and He doesn’t give mercy 

(v.1,4,19, 23). How can we understand these  

different messages? 

From your group conversation, consider the ways your view of God 

has deepened. How can you show God’s love and compassion in the 

coming week?  

Ask God to open your eyes to any spiritual unfaithfulness and to give you 

courage to confess your sins. Commit to trust in the Lord and live out His 

justice, love, and compassion in all your relationships. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, what is the 

hardest thing you have ever had to do? 

How would you describe Hosea’s love for Gomer? How does Hosea’s love 

for Gomer compare to God’s love for His people? 

Consider why Hosea would have to purchase his own wife and how this redemption 

is like God’s redemption of us. What instruction did Hosea give to Gomer after he  

redeemed her (v. 3)? 

Study Together  

RELENTLESS LOVE 
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What does the price paid and his willingness to pay 

that price reveal about Hosea’s love for Gomer 

(v.2)? What does the price Jesus paid for our  

salvation reveal about His love for us? 

Obeying God is not easy. He may ask you to do 

something you never could have imagined you 

would be able to do. Forgiving people who have 

hurt us deeply is one of the most difficult things God 

asks believers to do. How can you demonstrate 

God’s love to someone who has hurt you or who is 

living in rebellion against God? 

Who do you know that needs to know that God loves them and sent His 

Son so they could be free from sin and be restored to Him? How can you 

use Hosea’s story to communicate that to them? 

Thank the Lord for loving us in spite of our unfaithfulness to Him. Ask Him to 

help us remain faithful to Him, being intentional in sharing His love with 

others. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, one thing 

you know a lot about, but have very 

little personal experience with? Can a 

person’s relationship with God be like 

that? How? 

From verse 1, discuss the virtues Israel had lost. Could these virtues ever 

become irrelevant? How does a lack of these virtues destroy someone’s 

relationship with God, self, and others? 

Consider how sin affects all aspects of creation, and how sin tends to multiply.  

What does this tell you about us, and about the nature of sin? According to Israel’s 

experience, what can we say are some of the consequences of sin to a society who 

lives as they did? 

Study Together  

ISRAEL INDICTED 
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If God is unchanging, yet has declared to punish 

and repay Israel for their deeds against Him (v.9), 

what good does it do them to repent?  

Where does the knowledge of God begin? God 

contends with the priests for the lack of 

knowledge in the land in verse 4. What role does 

each person have in the church to ensure we 

abound in our knowledge of God? 

What is something from our group conversation that gives you 

encouragement to share your faith openly?  

Thank God for His convicting work. Thank Him for pointing out our sins and 

drawing us to Himself through the gracious and forgiving work of Christ. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, if you had 

the ability to fix one problem the world 

is facing what would it be?  

What does verse 3 teach us about God’s character? How should the 

knowledge that God always sees change your behavior? 

Consider to whom was God’s pronouncement of guilt addressed and why this is  

important (v.1). Why would God withdraw because of Israel’s unfaithfulness (v. 5-7)? 

Study Together  

ISRAEL JUDGED 

How did Israel view God in verse 12? How does God describe Himself in verse 14? 

How does God help them see their misconception of Him?  
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Rather than addressing the spiritual issue and turning 

to God, Israel turned to worldly sources that have no 

hope to heal their wounds. What worldly sources did 

Israel turn to (v.13)? What worldly sources do people 

in the church turn to today?  

What was the ultimate purpose of the Lord’s  

judgment on His people? How was God’s  

judgment to turn the Israelites back to Him in the 

form of love (v.15)? 

What is something from your group conversation that you could take 

and share with someone who has yet to hear the gospel message  

of Jesus? 

Thank God for revealing Himself to us through His Word. Ask Him for  

wisdom and discernment in making sure our worship is biblical and in line 

with His character. 

Sent Together  
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As a group discuss, a time you  

delayed in dealing with an issue in 

your life that became worse over time 

(a cavity, an illness, a conflict with  

another person)? 

Consider the rewards of repentance and discuss what it means to live in 

God’s presence (6:2). What does it mean to “strive to know the Lord” (6:3)? 

Identify what two things the people of Israel neglected? What two things did they 

participate in (6:6)? What would be the equivalent of “sacrifice” and “burnt  

offerings” for the Christian today? 

Study Together  

ISRAEL UNASHAMED 
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Read 7:8-12, what images are used to point out  

Israel’s folly? What image most captures your  

attention? Which image best portrays your life  

before Christ? 

How are God’s love and holiness reflected in this 

passage (7:13-16)? What was keeping the people 

from turning to God? What keeps us today from 

turning to God? 

What new opportunities might exist for you to share the gospel 

with those around you?  

As you lead the group in prayer, ask God to help group members  

understand the depth of their sin and the depth of God’s love. Thank  

God for His grace and faithfulness to forgive us as we turn back to Him. 

Sent Together  
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As a group discuss, the most effective 

form of discipline you experienced 

growing up. How did you tend to 

respond when you were disciplined? 

From verses 4-6, what are some ways Israel had rebelled against God? If 

people really knew God, would they seek prosperity and security in  

anything other than God? Why or why not?  

Verse 2 says, “My God, we know you!” (But they don’t). How can you ensure this 

doesn’t happen in your own life? How can our group help one another stay focused 

on Christ rather than lesser things? 

Study Together  

URGENT WARNINGS 
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How was the Israelites’ dependence on idols and 

alliances with foreign nations like sowing the wind 

(v.7)? What whirlwind did they reap?  

Despite their total rejection of God and the resulting 

severe discipline, how did God continue to show 

faithful love to the Hebrew people (v.10-12)? 

How can you use what you’ve learned today to share Christ with 

someone in your community? 

Close in prayer that your group members will allow God’s discipline to 

make them stronger and bring them closer to Him. Also pray that your 

group members would have an increased awe of God’s holiness this week. 

Sent Together  
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As a group discuss, some of the  

Christian holidays we celebrate and 

their purpose. Do they really give glory 

to God? Do these really help us draw 

close to Him?  

How does sin affect joy (v. 1)? Then by implication, what is the way to 

have true joy? 

Consider that it took yeas for “the day of recompense has come” (v.7). What does 

this seemingly long delay in God’s judgment teach us about God? 

Study Together  

SEVERITY OF SIN 
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Consider how God viewed Israel at the beginning of 

its nationhood (v.10). What happened at Baal-peor? 

What is the “thing of shame” and its consequence 

(Numbers 25:3, 6-18)? 

Discuss the severity of sin and the different ways we 

can minimize or compartmentalize its consequences. 

What do verses 15-17 communicate to you about 

God’s holiness and His desire for undiluted worship? 

What new opportunities might exist for you to share the gospel with 

those around you?  

As you lead the group in prayer, ask God to help group members  

understand the depth of their sin and the depth of God’s love. Thank  

God for His grace and faithfulness to forgive us as we turn back to Him. 

Sent Together  
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As a group discuss, a time you’ve 

planted and harvested fruit. How did 

you determine what fruit to keep and 

to throw away?  

In what way is Israel a luxuriant vine (v.1)? How had Israel taken God’s 

blessings and twisted them (v.2-4)? 

What were some of the ways their twisted practice of religion was affecting their  

everyday lives (v.1-8)?  

Study Together  

REAPING & SOWING 
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What do we learn about God’s timing in the way He 

deals with us from this passage (v.10)? 

What is the difference between threshing and  

plowing? Which is easier? (v.11) What exhortation 

does Hosea give the people in verse 12? 

What is something from our group conversation that gives you  

encouragement to share your faith openly?  

Spend some time thanking God for His faithful love despite our  

unfaithfulness. Pray that God will help us communicate the importance of 

repentance to others. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, the longest 

you’ve ever waited in line for  

something. How would you describe 

the difference between waiting for 

something you “want to do” and 

something you “have to do”? 

What insights does this father/child dynamic in these verses give us into 

God’s character (v. 1-4)? 

What character quality does verse 2 reveal in the Israelites? Have you ever seen a 

person like this who grows increasingly stubborn and rebellious the more correction 

he receives? 

Study Together  

UNFAILING LOVE 

Consider the judgment Israel was going to face (v. 5-6). Why would God not answer 

their call in verse 7? 
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What insights can we gain from these verses into 

how God’s compassion/mercy harmonize and  

balance with his judgment/justice? 

What does it look like when someone “returns 

home” and comes back to the loving embrace 

of the Lord? 

What can we do to help others see the love and faithfulness of God? 

Thank God for His love toward us. Thank Him for His faithfulness, patience, 

and for not immediately giving us what our sins deserve.  

Sent Together  
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Look back at the reputation you had 

as a young person, was it deserved or 

undeserved? Why? How has your  

reputation changed throughout  

your life? 

Consider why the history of Jacob is reviewed in verses 3-5. What is 

God’s point? In what ways could Israel have been able to relate to their 

forefather, Jacob? 

What hope did Hosea extend to God’s people through a review of their history? How 

does this encourage us to “wait continually” for the Lord (v. 6)?  

Study Together  

GRACE REMINDERS 
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Discuss the imagery of a false balance. How did 

Ephraim view his own moral integrity in verse 8? 

What does the context show us about how God 

viewed their statement of uprightness? 

What do you find hopeful about the way the Lord 

described Himself and His work in verses 9-10? 

How can you use what you’ve learned today to share Christ with  

someone in your community? 

Spend some time thanking God for saving us, pouring out our judgment 

upon Christ instead, and calling us His people as a result. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, when you 

face a life crisis or struggle, is your  

initial reaction to turn to God for 

spiritual growth or to turn away from 

Him? Explain. 

What stands out to you regarding the charge God brought against 

Ephraim (v.2, 6)? 

Consider the judgment and doom Israel faced. What is your initial reaction to the  

depictions of God in this passage—such as the lion, leopard, and bear (v. 7-8)? 

Study Together  
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Compare verses 10-11 with 1 Samuel 8:5-9, 20. Why 

did the Israelites want a king? How did their desire 

for a king deceive them? 

In verse 14, is God promising judgment or  

deliverance? How can the context give us clues 

about which God is likely to do? 

What would you say to a friend who says a comfortable life is a sure sign 

of God’s blessing? 

Spend some time asking God to remove our self-reliance and change our 

identity to make us more like Him. Pray that He will remind us of His  

sufficiency and grace this week. 

Sent Together  
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As a group share together, who is 

someone that has best modeled  

wisdom and forgiveness to you? What 

impact has this made on you? 

How did Hosea say Israel could avoid judgment (v.1-2)? What do you 

appreciate about Hosea’s appeal to the people? 

Identify what the Israelites were to take with them when they returned to the Lord 

(v.2)? Words alone aren’t enough—they must express genuine remorse and  

repentance. What are signs of genuine remorse and repentance? 

Study Together  
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Why are repentance, love, and justice so  

important to God? What do these traits look like in 

the lives of Christ followers? 

Consider the imagery used in verses 4-9. Which of the 

metaphors given by the Lord impacts you the most? 

How can you say these verses are descriptive of what 

God has done in your own life? 

Discuss some of the sources people in our community depend upon for 

salvation instead of God? How can you use what you’ve learned today 

to share Christ with someone? 

Spend some time thanking God for doing whatever it takes to get our 

attention and draw us back to Himself. Pray that God will use our group to 

show others the path of forgiveness, healing, and restoration that only 

comes through Him. 

Sent Together  



32 

 

GOSPEL: A SAVING FAITH 

 

Being a Christian is more than identifying with a particular religion or affirming a certain 

value system. Being a Christian means you have embraced what the Bible says about 

God, humankind and salvation. Consider the following truths about God.  

 

God is Creator. We were created by a personal God to love, serve and enjoy endless   

fellowship with Him. The New Testament reveals that it was Jesus Himself who created   

everything. Therefore, He owns everything and has authority over our lives (read John 

1:3; Colossians 1:16). 

 

God is Holy. God is absolutely and perfectly holy; and therefore, He cannot commit or            

approve of any evil. God requires holiness of us as well (read Isaiah 6:3; James 1:3; 1 

Peter 1:16). 

 

Humankind is Sinful. God tells us that “there is no man who does not sin.” That does not 

mean we are incapable of acts of human kindness. But we are totally incapable of                  

understanding, loving or pleasing God on our own (read Romans 3:10-12).  

 

Sin Demands a Penalty. God’s holiness and justice demand that all sin be punished by 

death. That is why simply changing our patterns of behavior cannot solve our sin  

problem or eliminate its consequences (read Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 6:23; Psalm 145:20).  

 

Jesus is Lord and Savior. God tells us that “If you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.” 

Even though God’s justice demands death for sin, His love provided a Savior who paid 

the penalty and died for sinners (read 1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:26). 

 

Saving faith is accompanied by repentance from sin. Repentance is agreeing with 

God that you are sinful, confessing your sin to Him, and making a choice to turn from 

sin and to follow Christ as your leader (read Luke 13:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; John 17:3). 



33 

 



34 

 



35 

 



36 

 

connect and grow!   |   lifegroups@wearescc.org 


