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Purpose of This Guide 

This guide helps you see God’s providential care in Jacob’s complicated circumstances and consider the everyday 

temptation to trust visible security, personal strategy, or control instead of God’s promises. The discussion 

moves from Jacob’s desire to return home, through Laban’s manipulation, to the decisive reality that God 

faithfully provides and prospers according to His sovereign purpose. 

 

Key Text — Genesis 30:25–43 (ESV) 

Read Genesis 30:25–43 from the ESV. 

 

Part 1: Opening Questions 

Getting the Group Thinking 

 

1. When a plan becomes uncertain, what is your first instinct: wait, work harder, make a backup plan, or stop 
and pray? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2. What kinds of “security” are hardest for people to walk away from, even when they sense God leading in 
another direction? 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

3. In what areas of life (money, health, work, friends, etc.) is it easiest for faith or trust in Christ to feel real on 
Sunday but harder to live out on Monday? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Part 2: Study Questions (Engaging the Text) 

Engaging the Text 

SECTION A: RETURN, PROMISE, AND THE TEST OF SECURITY (VV. 25–30) 

4. What changes for Jacob after Joseph’s birth in verses 25–26, and what does his request reveal about where he 
believes he belongs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In verses 27–30, what does Laban recognize as the source of his prosperity, and what is missing from his 
response to that blessing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How does Jacob’s response to Labans “name your wages” proposal show how God is molding Jacob?  What 
does this reveal about how worldly options can test faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. The sermon describes “practical atheism” as believing God’s promises while living as though they are not real. 
Where do you see that tension throughout Jacob’s life up to this point? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION B: PROVIDENCE OVER MANIPULATION AND HUMAN STRATEGY (VV. 31–43) 

8. What makes Jacob’s proposed wages in verses 31–33 appear unfavorable? 

 
 
 
 

 

9. How does Laban manipulate the situation in verses 35–36, and how does that impact God’s plan for Jacob? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What should we conclude about God, in Jacob’s breeding strategy (VV 37–42) and his prosperity in verse 43? 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Application Questions 

Living It Out 

11. Where are you most tempted right now to “manufacture the outcome” because trusting God feels risky or 
uncertain? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What good thing, such as a job, savings, planning, skill, or influence, is most likely to become the object of 
your confidence instead of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Is there a clear act of obedience you have delayed because you cannot yet see how God will provide or how 
the situation will work out? 

 

 

 

 

 

14. How does Jesus give us a better picture of trust than Jacob, and how can that strengthen your trust this week? 
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