
Life Group Leaders Guide | Genesis 31:1-55 | October 11, 2026 

LIFE  GROUP LEADERS GUIDE  

GOD'S UNFAILING DELIVERANCE 

Genesis 31:1-55 

Series: Genesis 

Date: October 11, 2026 

Text Reference: Genesis 31:1-55 

 

Purpose of This Guide 
Genesis 31 shows Jacob learning to recognize, trust, and act on God's unfailing deliverance. This guide helps 
the group trace God's faithfulness through Jacob's testimony, departure, rebuke, and charitable covenant 
with Laban, then consider where trusting God's presence and promises should shape our own response to 
pressure, fear, conflict, and uncertainty. 
 
Key Text - Genesis 31:3 (ESV) 
“Then the LORD said to Jacob, ‘Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be with 
you.’” 
 
Big Idea to Keep in Front of You: 
God faithfully keeps His covenant promises. Jacob's growing faith is seen as he credits God for His 
protection and provision, obeys God's command to return home, speaks truth in the face of injustice, and 
chooses a peaceful boundary rather than retaliation. 

Part 1: Opening Questions 

Getting the Group Thinking 

Leader Note 

These questions are designed as warm-up questions. They are not meant to be deeply theological - they are 

meant to lower the guard, get people talking, and naturally lead the group toward the key themes of the text.  

 

1. What makes it hard to obey God when you know the right next step but the circumstances still feel 
risky? 
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Leader Note 

Jacob had reasons to fear Laban's power, yet God's command in Genesis 31:3 called him to return home with 

the promise, 'I will be with you.' The sermon presents his departure as a sign of growing faith. Biblical 

obedience often means acting on God's word while trusting His presence (Genesis 31:3, 13; Proverbs 3:5-6). 

Part 2: Study Questions (Engaging the Text) 

Engaging the Text 

Leader Note 

The sermon traces four signs of Jacob's growing faith in God's unfailing deliverance: his testimony (vv. 4-16), 

departure (vv. 17-25a), rebuke (vv. 25b-42), and charity (vv. 43-54). Keep bringing the group back to what God 

promises and does, not merely to Jacob's personality or strategy. 

 

SECTION A: JACOB'S TESTIMONY AND DEPARTURE (VV. 4-25a) 

2. Read Genesis 31:4-9. What does Jacob say God has done, and how is that different from taking credit 
for his own cleverness? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
Jacob says, 'the God of my father has been with me' (v. 5), God did not permit Laban to harm him (v. 7), and 
God transferred the livestock to him (v. 9). The sermon emphasizes that Jacob now gives God the glory for 
outcomes that could have looked like the product of Jacob's scheme in chapter 30. 

 
3. How do the promises of Genesis 12:1-3 and 28:15 help explain what is happening in Genesis 31? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
The sermon places both promises behind the chapter. God's covenant promise to Abraham in 12:1-3 
included blessing and protection; Genesis 28:15 personally promised Jacob God's presence, and eventual 
return to the land. Genesis 31 shows those promises being worked out over time. The larger covenant line 
also reaches back to Genesis 12:1-3 and is reaffirmed to Jacob in Genesis 28:13-15. 
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4. Read Luke 5:5 and Genesis 31:3. Compare how Peter and Jacob acted on God's word when experience, 
fear, or circumstances suggested a different course?  

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
Both men face situations where obedience involves uncertainty. The focus is not on blind optimism but on 
confidence that God's Word is more trustworthy than our ability to predict outcomes. 

 

Leader Tip 
Invite the group to name observations from the passages instead of moving to personal application. This 
helps keep the discussion anchored in the text. 

 

5. Read Acts 18:9-11 alongside Genesis 31:10-13. What similarities do you see between God's words to 
Paul and His words to Jacob? What do these passages teach us about God's awareness of our 
circumstances and His direction for us in the midst of them? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
In Genesis 31:12-13, God tells Jacob, "I have seen all that Laban is doing to you," before commanding him to 
return home. Rachel and Leah recognize the injustice and answer, 'whatever God has said to you, do' (v. 16). 
Don’t overlook the change in Rachel and Leah from their self-absorbed “Baby Wars” to now recognizing 
God’s work in Jacob’s life. Compare God's declaration that He has seen Laban's actions (Genesis 31:12) with 
Jacob's later testimony that God saw his affliction and labor (Genesis 31:42). 
In Acts 18:9-10, God sees the opposition Paul faces and responds with the assurance, "Do not be afraid...for 
I am with you." In both passages, God's awareness is not merely informational. He sees and directs, 
expecting our obedience. 
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SECTION B: JACOB'S REBUKE AND CHARITY (VV. 25b-55) 

6. Read Genesis 31:25-42. What do Laban's accusations and Jacob's response reveal about the mistrust 
between them? As Jacob recounts twenty years of service and conflict, where does he ultimately 
place the reason he was not sent away empty-handed? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
Laban accuses Jacob of deception and asks about the stolen household gods. Jacob admits he fled because 
he feared Laban would take Rachel and Leah by force (v. 31). Jacob does not know Rachel has taken the 
household gods, which makes his confident statement in v. 32 especially serious. In v. 42, Jacob recognized 
God on his side as the reason he was not sent away empty handed.  

 

7. Read Genesis 31:43-55. After all the conflict, what is significant about Jacob agreeing to a covenant 
and shared boundary with Laban? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
The heap and pillar serve as witnesses that neither man is to cross the boundary to do the other harm (vv. 44-
52). Jacob then offers a sacrifice and shares a meal (v. 54). The sermon identifies this final movement as 
'Jacob's Charity,' a restrained conclusion rather than retaliation. The boundary specifically prohibits either 
party from crossing to do harm (Genesis 31:52); compare the broader biblical call to pursue peace rather 
than personal vengeance (Romans 12:18-21). 
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Part 3: Application Questions 

Living It Out 

Leader Note 
These questions move from understanding to action. Aim for specific responses rooted in God's faithfulness 
rather than vague resolutions. 

 

8. Where are you most tempted to rely on your own strategy instead of recognizing and trusting God's 
faithful provision? 

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
Jacob's testimony marks growth because he names God as the source of his protection and provision. 
Application is not passivity; it is acting while giving God, rather than our cleverness, ultimate credit. See 
Genesis 31:5, 7, 9 and James 1:17. 

 

9. Is there a step of faithfulness and obedience you know God is calling you to take even though the 
circumstances still feel uncertain or costly?  

 

 

 

 

Leader Note 
Jacob had lived under Laban's power for twenty years, but God's command to return was joined to the 
promise of His presence (Genesis 31:3). The sermon presents Jacob's departure as faith expressed through 
action. See Genesis 31:3, 13, 17-18 and James 2:17. 

 

Quick Reference: Leader Reminders 
• Keep the conversation anchored in Genesis 31 and the sermon’s four movements: testimony, departure, 

rebuke, and charity. 
• Distinguish God’s faithfulness from approval of every human action in the narrative. 
• Choose questions according to your group and protect adequate time for application and prayer. 
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